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Petaluma artist Suzanne
Biaggi combines sculpting
and landscape design to
create artistic, unique

and esoteric gardens




Suzanne Biaggr
created this
setting af rhe
Muir Beach

home of Larry
and Melissa
Lasky, who
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landscape 1o
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Sculptural landscape: Arist Suzanne Biaggi displays some of her work in her Petaluma garden: A stone carpet with a sun mirror and blue planter. In
addition to her sculpture work, Biaggi also has been a landscape designer since [984.




SF garden show
helped Biaggi
make her mark

STORIES BY MEG McCONAHEY
Seaff Writer

arry and Meiissa Lasky knew
they wanted a sculpture o dress
up a problematic and plain space
— the co that served as
the entrance to their Muir Beach
home,

But they didn"t just want a piece of stone
plunked onto a patio. They wanted the
whole courtyard to make a visual statement
— und o serve as a qulet counterpoint to
the dramatically distracting ocean views on
the other glde of their home.

When they browsed at the Mill Valley
Sculpiure Garden, It was Suzanne Blaggl's
work that captured their eyes, nuttnmply
because they liked the way she seemed fo
respect the integrity of the stone with which
she worked, but because she respected the
integrity of the space in which il would be
placed. Biaggl would install the plece in a
sefting that [tself was a work of art.

Laskys commissloned not just a sculp-
ture but a sculptural landscape, In which
the granite megalith i one component in a
garden design where every plant, every
stone, every palthway, ks carefully placed o
complete & three-dimensional sculptural pic-
fure.
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blnation of Asian and European in-
fluences and also her combination
of different texiures” said Larry
Lasky of Biaggi's singular, striking
and slightly eccentric works of gar-
den art.

Biaggl is the rare artist who also
Is a skilled gorden designer and
whe, when called upon, will meld
the two Into what she calls “Sculp-
fural Landscapes.”

The Petaluma artist has beepn a
landscape designer since 1984, Bul
it wasn't untll she translated her es-
oleric ideas Into her own show gar-
den at the big San Franclsco Flow-
er ond Garden Show in 1995, that
she reslly began esiablishing a
hame. That first year & deslgner,un-
fler contract for pop singer/com-

r Lionel Richle, bought the
sculpture right out of the show gar-
den for Richie's Beverly Hills
home.

4 The fact that Blaggl, then strug-
E‘:‘!..s with only modest success,
Id connect with a homeowner
find client with the spending power
f a Lionel Richie, demonsirates
he marketing power of the Sen
Francizco ehow, one of the largest
parden shows in the country and
|he place to go to Introduce prod-
ucts and services related to Ameri-
ca’s lavorite hobby,
| Some A0,000 people batiled the
erowds at the Cow Palace last year
to marvel at the elaborate show-
Elefl? gardens created like movie
gels by some of the Bay Area's lop
Barden designers. This year, the
show Is expected to draw 20,000
more.

Blaggl won't be doing a garden
tor this year's show, running Thurs-
day through March 18, again af the
Cow Palace. She cleared the com-
petitive application process 1o be
accepted os a show garden exhibl-
tor. But she got so sick In Decem-
ber, she was unable (o do much of
the preparation work for the enor-
mous task of creating a life-sized
garden complete with props.

. Blagg however, will share her vi-
sion In @ seminar on “The Garden
a5 Art Form: How 8 Garden Be-
comes Sculplure,” one of 75 free
Seminars offered by Sunset Maga-
gine during the four-day event. Bl
I.ESI. appears at nt T:30 p 1m. Frldmr

In The Tamalpais Room.

Among the other North Bay spe-
clalisis sharing thelr garden wis-
dom in seminars are garden writer,
HGTV personality and Press Demo-
crat restaurant critle Jelf Cox, dis-
cussing “Landscaping With Roses®
(noon Saturday in the Hamilion
Room,) and Bob Hornback of Mu-
chas Grasses (alking about “Fantas-
tie Folinge: Grasses and Grass-like
FPlanis™ (4:15 p.m. Thursday in the
Hamilton Room,) part of a panel
symposiom on “New and Cool
Planis™ put on by Pacific Horticul-
ture.

Blaggl has conducted courses at
College of Marin and City College
In San Francisco on the the garden
and sculpture, Bul this will be the
first time she will conduct & semi-
nar al the garden show, exploring
her concepts as well as the long his-
tory of sculptural landscapes dat-
Ing back to the Renalssance.

Biaggi freely borrows from
many ideas and styles (o come up
with looks distinctively her own.

“l think the Influences come
from S0 meny different sources,”
she savs, "1 lived in Italy a number
of years. There was the Influence
of the mannerist gardens which
have a slight bit of off-centeredness
to them. I've cerlainly looked at
the classical French gardens. I've
studied the formality of Japanese
gardens and spent time in Japan,
And my whole background ks sculp-
ture. I have a master's in sculpture.
So as you go through life, you expe-
rience these things, you pick them
up and you carry them with you
and they pop oul in different forms
at different times.”

For the Lasky courtyard, for in-
stance, Blaggl divided up the
Square couriyard inte geometric
shaped planters, off-balanced, with
contristing textures and shapes of
either plant or stone within them.
Some of the shapes echo each oth-
er in different areas of the space,
Stones In one area, echo the slones
In the sculplure areq. The grasses
are soff, but also have a rounded
geametric shupes.

She uses few minlmal plants
types — only bamboo, mondo grass
end some Japanese maples, one
maple in o bright red pot that be-
comes on the single splash of color
In the courtyard.

Water wglla up In & round basin

JB-foot cut stone “carpet.”

in the focal point sculplure, aver-
flows and cascades down the side
of the sculplure along o litle
carved ladder in the granite.

“Usually my work is about con-
irasts,” she explains, “and the rela-
tionships between opposites.”

The gardens, or garden Spaces
she designs, have o minimalist
look, and are purposely asymmetri-
cal or off-center to create interest.

In the lavish garden of Sarah
Nichols in Petnluma, Biaggl n
small part (o create o garden room,
a “petite Bouchard® called “The
Garden on Convergence,” which ex-
plolis contrasts and uses a minimal-
ist palette of plants. She designed a
circle into four sections, two with
moundy, grev-green festuca and
two with & reddish- purple euphor-
bin. The two plants meel where (wo
pathways converge at an angle.

The spree uses angles and clr-
cles, themes that recur throughout
the 1/4 acre.

“This Is for people who are look-
ing at the garden as mare of an ar-
tistic, creatlve endeavor,” she says.
“My ldea s for & garden as a work
of art — you are pushing the Limits
of the definition of o garden be.
canse you are wsing things (n a man-
ner that aren’t ordinarily seen.”

In her west Petaluma garden,
where she fabricates her stone
sculptures, Biogel has set aside her
own sculptural corner, with o 4-by-
Every-
thing in the space has a sculptural
purpose, even the funky blue plas.
tic chairs arranged and used In an
unéxpecied way — a5 stands for
potted plants,

Blagel's resume (5 expanding,
Her pléces can now be found in the
collections of [sanc Stern, the late
Frank Slnatra, and the San Fran-
cisco home of Kirk Hammedt, lead
gultarist for Melallich, who also
commissioned & sculptural land-
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A gargoyle keeps company
with a ¢acrus in the garden
of Suzanne Maggi's
Petaluria hone.

scape (o Install them in:

“I think it's more than than @ pre
Iy place," she says of her quirk
garden corners, designs, whic
would never be found in the page
of a conventional idea beok fn th
racks of Home Depot, but whic
serve as ploces of regeneratio
within the garden,

“Ii's a place that has a cerfain er
ergy, o certain feeling to e Tt coul
be & place that's quite and peact
ful. It could be a place that inclite
creative thoughtl. But It's somethin
that Is beyond one’s ardinary Life,
think that is what art 8 about. Yo
wanl o experfence something the
speake 1o you on & certain level”

Suzonne Biage's Seulplural - Lam
scapes oon be reeched by callin
THITET or (415 THIH512




